CURRICULUM  VITAE:  LAURA  L. PEERS

E-mail: 
laurapeersconsulting@gmail.com
Tel.: 647 471 6420 * Box 623 Lakefield  ON  K0L 2H0  
Website: www.laurapeers.com

Education:

Ph.D. 1996, Anthropology, McMaster University. 

M.A. 1987, Joint Master's Program in History, Universities of Winnipeg and Manitoba. 

B.A.(Hons) 1985, Trent University, Anthropology and Native Studies. 

Employment history:
2021-- Exhibits Project Manager, Canadian Canoe Museum. 
Responsible for overall development of new exhibits, collections research, managing engagement with Indigenous and settler communities for exhibition development and programming.

Isabel Bader Research Fellow, Agnes Etherington Museum/Art Conservation program, Queen’s University. Work on techniques for remote online video visits with museum collections for Indigenous researchers.

2018—Adjunct Graduate Faculty member, Department of Anthropology and School for the Study of Canada, Trent University. 
2028-2021 Freelance consultant on issues pertaining to Indigenous material heritage in museum collections. Clients include: Canadian Canoe Museum; Arts Council England; Worcester Museums UK; Perth Museum and Art Gallery, Scotland; Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter.
2018—Curator and Professor Emerita, Pitt Rivers Museum and School of Anthropology and Museum Ethnography, University of Oxford. Emeritus Fellow, Linacre College.
1998-2018: Lecturer [promoted to full Professor, 2014], School of Anthropology and Museum Ethnography, and Curator (Americas), Pitt Rivers Museum, University of Oxford. Fellow, Linacre College. Tenured.
Interim Director, Pitt Rivers Museum, August 2015-March 2016. Overall responsibility for the Museum, 50 staff and c.750,000 objects; line management and personnel administration; financial responsibility for budget of c.£5M; significant work with the University Development Office; service on senior University committees setting policy and responding to changing funding structures. Managed first phase of large-scale collections move (over 130,000 objects) from off-site storage facility.

Manager, Heritage Lottery Funded VERVE project, PRM, March 2016-March 2017. £2M project working across all museum departments with outreach and redisplay components.  Project and line management responsibilities for 8 staff.
Vice Principal, Linacre College October 2010-October 2013. Post held in addition to regular duties. Representation on all major college committees; standing in for Principal at Governing Body, meetings, College events during his absences; development work. 

Employment prior to 1998:

1997-98      Sessional Instructor, History of Native Peoples of Canada, Department of History, University of Winnipeg. Adjunct faculty, University of Manitoba. 

1996-97     
Sessional Instructor, History of Native Peoples of Canada, University of Winnipeg. Designed and delivered course for students from Peguis First Nation and assisted students’ transition to an urban university setting. 

1996-98     
SSHRC Post-doctoral fellowship. Research on interethnic relations in the Red River Settlement, 1812-1912. 

1994-95     
Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site. Contract research on the Aboriginal presence around Lower Fort Garry, 1840-60. The report from this contract is still used as training for Aboriginal interpretation at Lower Fort Garry. 

1992
Sessional Instructor, first-year course on Aboriginal history, University of Winnipeg. 

1989-91      Research and Curatorial Associate, Washington State University, De Smet Project. Research on 19th-century Plateau, northern Plains, and liturgical artifacts relating to early Jesuit-Native interaction on the Plateau; writing of label and catalogue copy for 6,000 sq. foot travelling museum exhibition [Sacred Encounters: Father De Smet and the Indians of the Rocky Mountain West]. Project liaison with scholarly, Jesuit, and Native consultants; facilitated meetings between these groups. 

1989
Instructor, 1st year course on cultural anthropology, U of Winnipeg Off-Campus Program. Designed and delivered course on the Peguis Reserve. 
Teaching experience:

2020
Guest lectures for Fleming College Museum Studies Program; Université du Québec à Montreal; University of Oxford.
2019
Trent University, Peterborough ON: Anthropology, Museums and Indigenous peoples (4th year course). Nominated for 2020 Symons Award for Excellence in Teaching.
1998-2018, University of Oxford:  Lecturing, small group seminars, and tutorials for MSc, MPhil, and DPhil students in Visual, Material and Museum Anthropology (VMMA), and Social Anthropology. Postgraduate seminar on Indigenous material culture in colonial and postcolonial settings. Supervision at doctoral and master’s level. External examining for doctoral students internationally. Undergraduate lectures for Archaeology and Anthropology, History of Art; supervision of final-year dissertations. Course design and rebranding of VMMA degree. Course director, VMMA.
1996-98      Sessional Instructor, History of Native Peoples of Canada, Department of History, University of Winnipeg. Adjunct faculty, University of Manitoba. Courses included delivery to cohort of students from Peguis First Nation.

Topics for lectures, tutorials and classes have included:

· Collecting and colonialism
· Museums and Indigenous communities: changing dynamics 

· History, memory, identity, and ‘things’: collective history, memory, and the social and political roles of material heritage in postcolonial realities

· The social lives of things: object histories, biographical objects, forms of sociality and material culture 

· Repatriation and its possibilities

· Sensory and affective responses to material/visual heritage

· Research methods and ethics, including collaborative and community-based research; Indigenous methods; sensory approaches; photo/object elicitation; archival research; object biography
· Indigenous history in Canada from contact to 1900

· Material culture research methods

· Anthropological research methods (participant observation, photo/object elicitation, interviewing)
University administration:
· Ashmolean Museum Teaching Committee, 2017-18 

· Oxford University Museum Board, 2015-16

· Adjudication committee, ESRC/Social Sciences Knowledge Exchange funds 2013 
· University Committee on Museums and Scientific Collections, 2009-12

· Social Sciences/Humanities Inter-divisional Research Ethics Committee, 2010-12

· University hiring committees for senior posts: for cross-museums research facilitator (2013); for director, Museum of the History of Science (2013) 

Departmental administration:

· School of Anthropology committees annually since 1998 (teaching; departmental; graduate scholarship selection); Board of Management, 2012-13, 2013-14, 2015-16 

· Pitt Rivers Museum Policy and Planning, Permanent Displays, Collections Management and Research Strategy committees. 
· PRM Board of Visitors (governance board) 2015-18.

College administration:

· Member, Linacre Principalship Search Committee, 2009-2010

· Member, Governing Body, 1998-2018. 

· Post-doctoral Fellow selection committee, Linacre College, 2000-2013
· Linacre House Trust committee (student hardship funds) 

· Curator, Linacre College Art Collection, 2009-16. Inventoried collection for first time and redisplayed c.100 works.

· Participation in numerous College development events.

Mentoring: Formal mentoring responsibilities for new academic hires. 

Curatorial work: 
Canadian Canoe Museum: 2021--. Exhibits Project Manager, responsible for leading on development of new exhibits involving c.300 paddled watercraft across 16,000 square feet of space in the planned new building. Collections research, community engagement, records development, thematic development, policy development.

Prince of Wales/Hiawatha First Nation collection, 2019-. With Dr. Lori Beavis, Chief Laurie Carr, and the Peterborough Museum and Archives, I am working toward an eventual loan of birchbark mokuks given to the Prince of Wales in 1860, now held by the Royal Collections Trust.

One Moccasin: John Franklin and the Women Around Him: 2017--. Personal research on a moccasin brought from Canada by John Franklin in 1827, linking Indigenous and English women and worlds. Book project based on curatorial research on the moccasin and its contexts.

Restoring Stories Quillwork Project, 2019--: I have initiated the creation of a cross-cultural alliance to lead toward an international loan with study/handling sessions of a group of quillworked items from the collection of John Franklin’s colleague George Back, which are now at the Royal Museums Greenwich. 
Canadian Canoe Museum, 2019: research on 9 canoes from the Northwest Coast, including provenance, circumstances of collection, and identification, relating them to contemporary Indigenous communities, and developing contacts with those communities to support CCM staff visit to develop relationships.
Peterborough Museum and Archives, 2019: object research and Indigenous community contact to take forward a repatriation case.

Arts Council England, 2019-: with Dr. Margaret Bruchac, University of Pennsylvania. Research on extant collections of historic wampum.

Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter UK, 2019-: research on historic Indigenous hoods.
Pitt Rivers Museum, 1998—2018: Research and curation of thematic displays on historic subarctic, Woodlands, Plains, and Northwest Coast collections in Pitt Rivers Museum. 
· Provided information for PRM staff for educational programs, exhibition labels, conservation. 
· Enhancement of database records to reflect research findings. 
· Development of publically accessible print, podcast, web resources on collections. 
· Training PRM staff about relevant ethical issues.
· Consultation with Indigenous community members on culturally appropriate storage, interpretation, and display of North American collections. 
· Development of collaborative research projects around historic collections with Indigenous source communities. 
· Negotiation of first MOU in UK museum profession between PRM and an Indigenous heritage organization (Mookaakin Cultural and Heritage Foundation). 
· Facilitation of research visits, including Indigenous delegations and special project teams (GRASAC, Object Lives). Facilitated repatriation of human remains. Drafted University policies on repatriation of human remains and artefacts.

Curatorial work prior to 1998:

· Artefact research, label writing, consultant liaison: Sacred Encounters: Father DeSmet and the Indians of the Rocky Mountain West (NEH-funded, 6,000 square foot travelling exhibition; with Jacqueline Peterson, Carolyn Gilman)

· Summer collections assistant, Department of Anthropology, ROM, Toronto: new location records for majority of Anthropology collection 

· Summer collections assistant, Uxbridge-Scott Historical Society: cataloguing, basic cleaning, storage improvement of social history collections.

Exhibitions:

· Curatorial leadership for redisplay and rehangs of permanent exhibitions at Pitt Rivers Museum (this happens on a case-by-case basis; I contributed to redisplays of approximately 40 cases and curated a permanent introductory case)

· Exhibitions at Glenbow, the Galt Museum and PRM as part of the Blackfoot Shirts Project

· Curatorial and scholarly guidance for research exhibitions online, eg http://objectlives.com/discovery-process and http://objectlives.com/discovery-workshop/2016/9/12/pisz49i8v73cwjafm0vf3xjdl3ddv2 
Major Research Projects

The Great Box: Learning from the Masters: Project begun September 2014 with carving of exact replica of masterpiece Haida bentwood box in PRM collections and shipping of new box to Haida Gwaii for community use, with artists Gwaai and Jaalen Edenshaw and Haida Gwaii Museum. Haida and Oxford community engagement; reclamation of knowledge embodied in box for Haida use; documentation of project impacts. Funded by ESRC Impact Acceleration Visiting Practitioner grant, £25K, and follow-up Impact grant, £5K. Publications in preparation.  Project was awarded the inaugural University of Oxford Vice-Chancellor’s award for Public Engagement with Research (Collaborative Research category), 2016. Website: https://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/haidabox 
 ‘Object lives and global histories in northern North America: Networks, Localities and Material Culture c.1700-2000.’ Co-applicant, with Beverly Lemire (PI, University of Alberta) and Anne Whitelaw (co-applicant, Concordia), SSHRC Partnership Development Grant, $199,957, 2014. Collaborative, international exploration of the changing meanings of objects and their uses across geographical space and time, focused around Canadian Indigenous reinterpretations of European materials and object forms and European immigrant reinterpretation of both European and Indigenous forms within Canadian settler contexts. See http://www.objectlives.com/ . 

Haida Material Culture in British Museums. 2009-11. Research with members of Haida Nation on historic collections of Pitt Rivers Museum and British Museum. Visit of 21 members of the Haida Nation to PRM and British Museum; conservation, record updating, and photography of all objects researched (300 at PRM, 500 at BM). As part of project goals, long-term relationships outlasting the grant were established amongst network partners for mutual support. Project funded by Leverhulme Trust International Research Network (£105K), after making a pioneering argument to the Trust that Indigenous culture-bearers were equivalent to academic research partners. Supplementary funding provided by University of Oxford John Fell Fund (£7518, 2009). 
Major project outcomes:

· 2013 (with Cara Krmpotich). “‘This Is Our Life”: Haida material heritage and changing museum practice.  UBC Press.
· 2011 (with Cara Krmpotich), “The Scholar-practitioner expanded: an indigenous and museum research network.” Museum Management and Curatorship 26(4).

· Video: Everything was Carved, http://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/haidaculture.html (I was Executive Producer on this video)
· Haida curatorial input into Pitt Rivers Museum educational and curatorial activities for public audiences, including: new text (co-authored with Haida curator Nika Collison) and redisplay of “The Great Box,’ 2013; contributions to Haida art educational resource (http://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/haida.html ) 

Blackfoot Shirts Project, 2009-11: A loan of five shirts collected in 1841 by the Governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company, Sir George Simpson, from the Pitt Rivers Museum to the Glenbow and Galt Museums in Alberta, and innovative handling sessions with the shirts by 500 Blackfoot people from all four Blackfoot communities in Alberta and Montana. These were emotionally- and spiritually-charged sessions in which sensory provocation led to the transmission of historical and cultural knowledge amongst participants, and to the revival of the ceremony to transfer rights to such shirts as a way to honour Blackfoot men. Substantial educational aspects of the project at the primary, secondary and postsecondary levels within Blackfoot communities (use of posters of shirts in classroom teaching; development of lesson plans based on shirts by Blackfoot teachers, posted on project website; handling sessions for teachers and secondary school students; and hide tanning and quillwork lessons for secondary school students). Project led to strengthening of Blackfoot cultural identity amongst participants, and was used as a REF Impact Case Study by the School of Anthropology. Funded by AHRC (£183K), with supplementary funding from Fell Fund, University of Oxford (£2500 for consultation expenses for AHRC grant application process, 2008, and £7976. for curriculum development work connected with Blackfoot shirts project, 2010).

Major project outcomes: 

· Project website, http://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/blackfootshirts . 

· 2016, with Alison K. Brown, “Our Ancestors Have Come to Visit Us”: Blackfoot Shirts in Museum Spaces. Athabasca University Press. *free pdf download at: http://www.aupress.ca/index.php/books/120249 *Book awarded Honorable mention, inaugural Council for Museum Anthropology Book Award 2018
· 2011 American Anthropological Association, Council on Museum Anthropology, Michael Ames Prize for Innovative Anthropology (shared with Alison Brown and Heather Richardson, for the Blackfoot Shirts Project). 

· 2013 “Ceremonies of Renewal: Visits, Relationships and Healing in the Museum Space,” Museum Worlds 1(1):136-152.

· 2013 (with Alison Brown) “The Blackfoot Shirts Project: ‘Our Ancestors Have Come to Visit’”. Chapter in Annie E. Coombes and Ruth B. Phillips (eds), Museum Transformations. Wiley-Blackwell, 263-287. 

· Curated public exhibitions  “Our Ancestors Have Come to Visit Us” at Glenbow Museum, Calgary, and “Visiting with the Ancestors,” PRM, Oxford, February-September 2013 (total visitation c.50,000)

Kainai Photographs Project, 2001-05: Visual repatriation project on Beatrice Blackwood’s 1925 Kainai photographs. Collaboratively managed with members of Mookaakin Foundation (Kainai Nation) of Alberta. Copies of photos in PRM collections returned to Kainai Nation and interviews conducted with community members on knowledge attached to them and uses of historic materials in present. Protocol agreement about stewardship of research materials and long-term relationship signed between PRM and Mookaakin Foundation as part of project. Work conducted with Dr. Alison Brown. AHRC funding, £78,000.

Major project outcomes:  

· 2006 (with Alison Brown and members of the Kainai Nation) “Pictures Bring Us Messages/Sinaakssiiksi Aohtsimaahpihkookiyaawa: Photographs and Histories from the Kainai Nation. University of Toronto Press.

· 2009 (with Alison K. Brown) ‘ “Just by bringing these photographs…”: On the Other Meanings of Anthropological Images.’ In C. Morton and E. Edwards, eds., Photography, Anthropology and History: Expanding the Frame. Ashgate.

· 2009 (with Alison K. Brown) “Colonial Photographs and Postcolonial Relationships: the Kainai-Oxford Photographic Histories Project.” Pp.123-144 in Annis May Timpson, ed., First Nations, First Thoughts: the impact of Indigenous thought in Canada. UBC Press.

GRASAC  (Great Lakes Alliance for the Study of Aboriginal Culture): 2006--

I have participated in Professor Ruth Phillips’ digital cross-cultural research alliance since its beginning. In 2006 I secured £7,500 from the British Academy to support costs for the GRASAC team to work in several UK museums, and organized a team study visit to PRM. As part of this, team members in Oxford held an online video seminar with Odawa elders at the Ojibwe Cultural Foundation and 18thC objects in the PRM research space. I am currently working with Dr. Cara Krmotich and Dr. Heidi Bohaker, current GRASAC directors, at the U of Toronto to support them in drafting the next core SSHRC grant for the project and in securing MOU agreements with institutional contributors to the GRASAC database.
Beatrice Blackwood Ojibwe Collections Project 2001-2003: Community consultation and artefact research on photographs, children’s drawings and hair samples collected in 1925 from Ojibwe communities in Minnesota.  Funded by British Academy, £2858. 

Fellowships, academic awards, & grants received

2021
CAN$500,000 TD Bank for Canadian Canoe Museum (co-author) for Indigenous community outreach and language work in exhibitions over 5 years.

2021
Canada Council for the Arts, CAN$153,000 for To Honour and Respect (loan of items from Royal Collection Trust to Peterborough Museum) (co-author)

2021
Isabel Bader Fellow in Textile Conservation & Research, Queen’s University. Project on Indigenous-directed imaging of historic collections held remotely. $20K.

2020
CAN$2495. Symons Trust, Trent University for research to prepare for SSHRC application on Franklin’s moccasin with Norway House/Cross Lake community members.

2019
Co-PI, Wenner-Gren workshop grant, US$17355. With Dr. Laura Van Broekhoven. ‘Ethnographic Museums and the shape of reconciliation and hope.’ Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford, UK, 11-15 July 2019. Organized and facilitated workshop.
2018
Adjunct Faculty member, Department of Anthropology, Trent University

2018
Recipient, book prize, Council on Museum Anthropology: runner-up, with Alison Brown, for “Our Ancestors Have Come to Visit”: Blackfoot Shirts in Museum Spaces.

2017
OUSU Teaching Award (student-nominated)
2016 
University of Oxford, inaugural Vice-Chancellor’s award for Public Engagement with Research (Collaborative Research) for the Great Box project
2015
£5,000, Knowledge Exchange award to evaluate impact of Great Box project 

2014
$199,957  ‘Object lives and global histories in northern North America: Networks, Localities and Material Culture c.1700-2000.’ Co-applicant, with Beverly Lemire (PI) and Anne Whitelaw (co-applicant), SSHRC Partnership Development Grant

2014 
£1000 Foundation for Canadian Studies in the UK publication grant toward publication of Blackfoot Shirts book

2014 
£25,360 “The Great Box: Learning from the Masters,” box project: ESRC Impact Acceleration, KE Kickstart Grant, enabling two Haida carvers to learn from and replicate a carved historic chest in the PRM collections 

2011 
American Anthropological Association, Council on Museum Anthropology, Michael Ames Prize for Innovative Anthropology (shared with Alison Brown and Heather Richardson, for the Blackfoot Shirts Project)

2010  
£7976 University of Oxford John Fell Fund, for supporting costs of curriculum development work connected with Blackfoot shirts project.

2009-10 Adjunct Faculty, Frost Centre for Canadian Studies, Trent University.

2009 
£183,431, ‘These shirts are our curriculum,’ AHRC, co-PI with Dr Alison K Brown, for work on 1840s Blackfoot shirts (exhibitions and handling sessions; analysis of cultural knowledge and social memory triggered by handling/viewing historic artefacts). 24 months from 1 August 2009.

2009 
£3500, UK Museums, Libraries and Archives HUB funds to support travel of Blackfoot artists to advise PRM on cultural protocol

2009 
£105,000 Leverhulme Trust, International Networks Grant for partnership and research activities involving PRM, British Museum, Culture and Repatriation Committees of Old Masset and Skidegate, and Haida Gwaii Museum. 

2009    £7518 Fell Fund, University of Oxford, supporting costs for Leverhulme/ Haida project.

2008-9 Ashley Visiting Fellowship, Trent University. Jan/Feb 2009, residency and 3 lectures at Trent University, Peterborough, Ontario.

2008    £2500 Fell Fund, University of Oxford, supporting expenses for AHRC/Blackfoot shirts grant pre-application community consultation process.

2007   
$2,000 Government of Canada for research on 19th century artist Peter Rindisbacher.

2006
£7,500 British Academy, Digital Access for First Nations Heritage in UK Museums: pilot project (GRASAC digital cross-cultural research alliance).

2005 
£4165 British Academy for fieldwork at public history sites in Canada. 


£1950 University of Oxford Research Development Fund (Haida research)

2001    £78,000 AHRB, for research on photos of Kainai people in PRM collections. 

2001 
£1600 British Academy, toward speakers’ costs for Centre for Rupert’s Land Studies Colloquium, held at Oxford.

2000    £2858, British Academy Minnesota Ojibwe fieldwork.

1996
Canadian Association for Graduate Studies/UMI Distinguished Dissertation Award. Governor-General’s Gold Medal, McMaster University.

1996-98 SSHRC Post-Doctoral Fellowship, 1996-98, University of Winnipeg.

1992-96 SSHRC Doctoral Fellowship, 1992-96, McMaster University.
Further publications 

Books

2020 Beverly Lemire, Laura Peers and Anne Whitelaw, eds., Object Lives and Global Histories in Northern North America. Montreal: McGill-Queens.
2010 (with Carolyn Podruchny, co-editor). Gathering Places: Essays in Aboriginal and Fur Trade Histories. Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press.
2007 Playing Ourselves: Native American and First Nations Interpreters at Historic Reconstructions. Maryland: AltaMira Press. 

2003 (coedited with Alison Brown) Museums and Source Communities: a Routledge Reader. Routledge.

2002 (co-edited with Theresa Schenck) My First Years in the Fur Trade: the Journals of 1802-1804, George Nelson. St. Paul and Montreal: Minnesota Historical Society Press and McGill-Queen’s University Press.

1995 (co-edited with Regina Flannery and John S. Long) Ellen Smallboy: Glimpses of a Cree Woman's Life. Rupert's Land Record Society, McGill-Queen's University Press, 1995. [Reprinted 2002.]

1994 The Ojibwa in Western Canada, 1780-1870. Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, Native History Series, and St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press.

1993 (with Jacqueline Peterson) Sacred Encounters: Father De Smet and the Indians of the Rocky Mountain West. A Catalogue of the Exhibition. University of Oklahoma Press.

Journal articles
2021 (with Margaret M. Bruchac) Recovering Wampum in English Museums: the search for Metacom’s belts. Journal of Museum Ethnography vol.34, 113-126.

2020 “Ensuring Museums Remain Relevant: Pandemic Insights.” Anthropology News, 10 September 2020. https://www.anthropology-news.org/index.php/2020/09/10/ensuring-museums-remain-relevant/ 

2020 (with Giovanna Vitelli) “Teaching Anthropology with Museum Collections.” Teaching Anthropology 9(1):74-81. http://dx.doi.org/10.22582/ta.v9i1 
2019. “Decolonization as a Permanent Process: PRM Relations with the Haida Nation, 1998-2018.” Journal of Museum Ethnography, no. 32, Decolonizing the Museum in Practice: Papers from Annual Conference of the Museum Ethnographers Group Held at the Pitt Rivers Museum 12–13 April 2018, 46-62.

2018 Anishinaabeg: Art and Power at the Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto, Canada, from June 17 to November 19, 2017 [exhibit review].  Journal of Museum Ethnography, no. 31 (March 2018), pp. 239–244. 
2018 Book review: Sillitoe, Paul (ed.). Indigenous studies and engaged anthropology: the collaborative moment. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 24: 634-635. doi:10.1111/1467-9655.12884
2018 Comment: The great box and its child: what happens when museum objects go home? Journal of Museum Ethnography, no. 31 (March 2018), pp. 1–5.
2017 The Ritual of Repatriation, Museum Worlds, 2017. Co-edited with Lotten Gustafsson and Jen Shannon. 
2017 Peers, L., Gustafsson Reinius, L., and Shannon, J. Introduction. Museum Worlds 5, 1, 1-8, available from: <https://doi.org/10.3167/armw.2017.050102> [Accessed 13 July 2018]
2017. The Magic of Bureaucracy. Museum Worlds 5, 1, 9-21.
2009 ‘Almost true’: Peter Rindisbacher’s early images of Rupert’s Land, 1821-26. Art History 32(3):516-544.
2003 Strands which refuse to be braided: hair samples from Beatrice Blackwood’s collection at the Pitt Rivers Museum. Journal of Material Culture  8(1):75-96.
2000 (with Jennifer S.H. Brown) “There is No End to Relationships Among the Indians.” The History of the Family: an International Quarterly, 4(4): 529-555.
1999. “Playing Ourselves: Native Peoples and Public History Sites.” The Public Historian, 21(4): 39-59.
1999. “‘Many Tender Ties’: The Shifting Contexts and Meanings of the S BLACK Bag.” World Archaeology, 31(2): 288-302.
1996 (with Katherine Pettipas) “Reverend John West's Collection, Red River, 1820-23.” American Indian Art Magazine 21(3):62-73.
Chapters in edited volumes

2020 “Crossing Worlds: Hide Coats, Relationships, and Identity in Rupert’s Land and Britain.” In Beverly Lemire, Laura Peers and Anne Whitelaw, eds., Object Lives and Global Histories in Northern North America. Montreal: McGill-Queens.
2019 “Museums and Source Communities: Reflections and implications.” In Matters of Belonging: ethnographic museums in a changing Europe, eds. Wayne Modest, Nicholas Thomas, Doris Prlić & Claudia Augustat. Leiden: Sidestone Press.
2016 “A token of remembrance: the gift of a Cree hood, Red River Settlement, 1844.” Pp.107-129 in John Long and Jennifer S.H. Brown, eds., Together We Survive: Ethnographic Intuitions, Friendships and Conversations. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press.

2012 “Finding long-lost relatives (making the absent present): on the potentialities of North American ethnographic collections in Ireland.” Pp. 157-170 in Seamas O’Siochain, Pauline Garvey and Adam Drazin, eds., Exhibit Ireland: ethnographic collections in Irish museums. Dublin: Wordwell.

2010 “Afterword: Nothing is Impossible.” Pp.181-186 in Laura Van Broekhoven, Cunera Buijs, and Pieter Hovens, eds, Sharing Knowledge and Cultural Heritage: First Nations of the Americas: Studies in Collaboration with Indigenous Peoples from Greenland, North and South America. Leiden: Sidestone Press. 

2009 “Material Culture, Identity, and Colonial Society in the Canadian Fur Trade”. In Maureen Goggin and Beth Fowkes Tobin, eds., Women and Things, 1750-1950: Gendered Material Strategies. Ashgate.

2009 “On the treatment of dead enemies: indigenous human remains in Britain in the early 21st century.” Pp. 77-99 in Helen Lambert and Maryon Macdonald, eds., Social Bodies. Berghahn.
2007. “On Missionaries, Artists, Bears, and “Grandfathers”: Peter Rindisbacher’s Paintings, John White’s Collection, and the Red River Ojibwa.” In J.C.H. King and Christian Feest, eds., Three Centuries of Woodlands Indian Art: A Collection of Essays. University of Nebraska Press.

Recent Conference and seminar papers; keynote lectures

· 2020 “Improving Remote Visual Access with Zoom.” Invited presentation for Museum Ethnographers Group conference.

· 2020 Accessing museums overseas. Ontario Museums Association Indigenous Collections Symposium 2020—Maskawatgong-mamaweziwin—Strengthening our bonds, Sharing our Practices. Conference postponed due to COVID.

· 2020. Invited keynote, Canadian Museums Association session on Reconciliation. Conference cancelled due to COVID.
· NAISA 2020 Roundtable member, “Research alliances: knowledge practices and governance across disciplines, nations, institutions and identities.” Panel accepted and published in program; conference cancelled due to COVID.
· 2019 Visiting with the Ancestors: the Indigenization of museums as ritual spaces. Invited keynote for Religion and Public Memory Workshop on Museums and the work of reconciliation and remembrance. Berlin, Michael Blumenthal Academy, Jewish Museum of Berlin, May 2019.
· 2017 Reclaiming pasts, reclaiming futures: Indigenous histories, photography, and survivance: invited keynote, conference on “Indigenous Photography Studies: Current Development and Challenges,” University of Tromso, Norway
· 2017 Centre for Anthropological Research on Museums and Heritage (CARMAH) (Sharon Macdonald, Director; Humboldt Forum), conference “Otherwise - Rethinking Museums and Heritage,” invited lecture: “Obligations, battles, relationships: museum anthropology and the praxis of engagement.”

· 2017 Banff Centre for the Arts, Global Indigenous Art Journal workshop (leader: Jolene Rickard), presentation on North American Indigenous material heritage and contemporary issues. Facilitated by Dr Tanya Harnett.
· 2016 ‘Crossing worlds: Collections, relationships, histories, futures.’ Keynote for Ethnocoll international symposium, Shared heritage and communities of origin, Museum aan de Stroom, Antwerp. 
· 2016 ‘A moose-hide banyan?’, symposium Colonial objects and social identity, National Museum of Denmark, Copenhagen
· 2016 ‘Objects of Relationships: Photographs of (and with) Haida Material Heritage at the Pitt Rivers Museum,’ conference ‘Photography: between anthropology and history.’ Photographic History Research Centre, De Montfort University, Leicester. 
· 2015 ‘Thinking with Objects: University Museum Collections in Teaching and Research.’ University Engagement Programme, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. 
· 2015 Royal Holloway HARC symposium - The place of performance: museums, collections and Indigeneity 

· 2014 ‘The joining of worlds: Indigenous /ancestral reconnections in the museum space.’ University of Oslo Centre for Museum Studies 
· 2014 ‘Alternative histories: Indigenous material heritage and the futures of the past.’ Keynote, Maple Leaf and Eagle conference, Nordic Association for Canadian Studies  University of Helsinki
Public and professional engagement

Board member: 

Council for Museum Anthropology, American Anthropological Association (board member, 2020-2023).

Journal of Museum Ethnography (contributing editor) (Museum Ethnographers’ Group, UK), 2017-21, 2021-2024.

Museum Anthropology (AAA Council on Museum Anthropology journal), 2012-2015.  

Museum Worlds (Routledge journal), editorial advisory board, 2012-2015.

Professional memberships:

· Council for Museum Anthropology, American Anthropological Association

· Canadian Museum Association

· Ontario Museum Association
Articles reviewed for: Art History, Canadian Historical Review, Current Anthropology, Journal of American Studies, Journal of Material Culture, Journal of the History of Collections, Journal of the Canadian Historical Association, Museum Anthropology Review (online), Museum Management and Curation, Museums and Society, Museum Worlds; Pacific Historical Review; Public History Review.

Book manuscript reviews for: Cambridge University Press, University of Calgary; Routledge; AltaMira; Nebraska; Athabasca University Press; Canadian Museum of Civilization; McGill-Queen’s; Routledge; Rowman and Littlefield; University of Manchester.

Pro-bono consultancy:

· Steering committee member, Ontario Museums Association Indigenous Collections Symposium 2020—Maskawatgong-mamaweziwin—Strengthening our bonds, Sharing our Practices. Conference postponed due to COVID.

· Arts Council England, Guidance on Restitution and Repatriation (consultation with lead authors, recommendations for Indigenous contacts)
· Steering Committee, GRASAC (Great Lakes Research Alliance for the Study of Aboriginal Arts and Culture), 2019- 

· Member, Human Remains Working Group, UK Department of Media, Culture and Sport, 2001-2004. (National parliamentary working group considering issues of Indigenous human remains in UK museum collections. Resulted in changes to the British Museum Act to permit national museums to repatriate human remains; in a national guidance document.)
· Member, Human Remains Advisory Group, UK Department of Media, Culture and Sport, 2006-8. 

Curatorial advice and training to UK museums sector, including: 

· 2017, consultation with Ashmolean Museum on North American items from Tradescant collection (Powhatan’s Mantle, hide tunic)

· 2015-17, National Maritime Museum, advice re future exhibition on indigenous component of Tudor World gallery

· Royal Academy, November 2013, advisory committee for future exhibition 

·  ‘Haida people, Haida treasures: first encounters between Haida visitors and Haida objects in the PRM collections.’ EU/RIME Laboratory (training for other ethnographic curators in an EU network), PRM, Oxford, July 2011. 

· British Museum Young Curators cohort (2013, 2014, 2015)

· Curatorial conferences for Haida Project and Blackfoot Shirts Project: both brought substantial First Nations delegations together with invited curators and conservators from approximately 20 UK museums holding collections from those nations for discussions (2009, 2011)

· National Maritime Museum (advisor to gallery redevelopment, 2006, 2016) 

Public History Consulting:

· Consultation for Colonial Williamsburg Foundation’s American Indian Initiative, and inaugural keynote lecture for program, 2004.

· Training workshops:  for U.S. National Park Service, 2001, Virginia; National Council on Public History, U.S. National Parks Service, and Parks Canada, 2000; Parks Canada [Fort Langley, BC], 1996; Colonial Michilimackinac, Michigan Historic Sites, Sainte-Marie among the Hurons (1995); Minnesota Historical Society (1998); Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site, staff training on portraying Aboriginal life in Red River Settlement, 1850s (1995, 1997, 1998).

· Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site, Heritage Canada, 1994-95. Contract research on the Aboriginal presence around Lower Fort Garry, 1840-60. Wrote interpretive report to serve as background document for Aboriginal interpretation program: Peers 1995 The Aboriginal Presence at Lower Fort Garry [177 pp]. This report is still used to train staff at Parks Canada historic sites.

Volunteer work: 

· cataloguing archival materials, Curve Lake First Nation Cultural Centre, 2018
· lectures, Fleming College Museum Management Program, 2019

Public/multi-media communication:
· CMA Mentoring Series: Close Looking (online mentoring/teaching event, July 2021) (3,769 viewers)
· 2019. “Boxes of possibility—and frustration.” Activehistory.ca blog post, 6 March. http://activehistory.ca/2019/03/boxes-of-possibility-and-frustration/ 
· Laura Peers with contributions by Jisgang (Nika Collison), Philip Grover, Cara Krmpotich and Christian White, Star House Pole (Oxford: Pitt Rivers Museum, 2018).
· Interview, American Anthropological Association podcast in association with Museum Ethnographers’ Group conference at Pitt Rivers Museum, 2018: https://soundcloud.com/anthro-airwaves/decolonizing-museums-in-practice-with-the-museum-ethnographers-group-part-2-stories-and-objects

· blog on curatorial research at: http://pittrivers-americas.blogspot.co.uk 

· Curated temporary public exhibitions (collaboratively organized with Blackfoot people), ‘Our Ancestors Have Come to Visit Us’ at Glenbow Museum, Calgary, and Galt Museum, Lethbridge, March-Sept 2010, and ‘Visiting with the Ancestors,’ PRM, Oxford, February-September 2013 (total visitation c.50,000)

· Video: Everything was Carved (Executive Producer), 2010
· 2011 ‘Shrunken heads.’ Podcast on iTunesU at: http://itunes.apple.com/gb/itunes-u/pitt-rivers-museum/id446079182 

· Radio:

· 2016, ‘The colonial encounter,’ history of anthropology series on BBC radio 4 (http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06zdjvc)

· 2005 “Women’s artefacts,” BBC Radio 4, ‘Woman’s Hour’ program. 

· 2001 “Objects of Wonder,” one-hour program for BBC World Service.

· 1999 Interview with First Nations guests for opening of Chase Manhattan Gallery, British Museum, for BBC Radio 4, Woman’s Hour.

· Regular public gallery talks, Pitt Rivers Museum, 1998-2018
Conference organisation:

· Coordinator, Haida/UK museums and Blackfoot/UK museums conferences, Pitt Rivers Museum, 2009, 2011. ‘First contact’ for UK museum professionals with members of Indigenous communities whose material heritage is held in UK museums. Invited workshops of c.40 people each, Pitt Rivers Museum.

· Coordinator, Rupert’s Land Colloquium, April 9-12 2002 (75 delegates). International conference on the human and material history of the historic HBC trading area.
Recent professional training:

2020 OMA webinar--Halton Region Heritage Services Webinar - Shifting Models of Engagement: A Social Media Guide. 25 June 2020
2020 EMERGENCE: Exploring Indigenous, Decolonizing, and Anti-Oppressive Learning Pedagogies in Virtual Spaces. July 8, 2020 via Zoom

2020 PRM Workshop Out of Touch: Disruption and the future of the PRM.  9 July 2020 (via zoom). Presenter: Intimacy, politics, and Zoom: recent thoughts on keeping in touch with source communities
2019 AODA/Certificate of accessibility training, January 2019
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